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Presentation overview 
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• About the Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction (CCSA) 

• Monitoring New Drug Trends in Canada 

• Sentinel Surveillance in Canada: The Canadian Community 

Epidemiology Network on Drug Use (CCENDU) 

• What it is and how it works 

• Alerts and Bulletins that have been issued 

• Impact 

• Current initiatives 

• Advantages and disadvantages of this model 

• The future 
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About CCSA 

• Vision: A healthier Canadian society where evidence transforms 

approaches to substance use. 

• Mission: To address issues of substance use in Canada by 

providing national leadership and harnessing the power of 

evidence to generate coordinated action. 

• Value Proposition: CCSA was created by Parliament to provide 

national leadership to address substance use in Canada. A 

trusted counsel, we provide national guidance to decision 

makers by harnessing the power of research, curating knowledge 

and bringing together diverse perspectives. 
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Monitoring New Drug Trends in Canada 

• Self-report surveys (Health Canada) 

 

• Enforcement data (Health Canada) 

 

• Internet monitoring (Health Canada) 

 

• Opioid overdose surveillance (Public Health Agency of Canada and 

Canadian Institute for Health Information) 

 

• Poison Centre Exposures [regional Poison Control Centres and the 

Canadian Surveillance System for Poison Information (CSSPI)]  

 

• Sentinel surveillance (CCSA) 
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Sentinel Surveillance in Canada 

http://www.ccsa.ca/Eng/pages/videos.aspx?source=416&Title=Early Warning Drug Alerts - Impact of CCENDU&RecVideos=null
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British Columbia 
BC Centre for Disease Control 

Alberta 
Alberta Health 

Manitoba 
Addictions Foundation of 

Manitoba Toronto 
Toronto Public Health 

Nova Scotia 
Nova Scotia Health Authority 

Newfoundland and 

Labrador  
Memorial University of 

Newfoundland 

Saskatchewan 
College of Physicians and 

Surgeons of Saskatchewan 

Montreal 
Agence de la santé et des services 

sociaux de Montréal 

Quebec 
 Institut National de 

Santé Publique du 

Québec 

Ottawa 
Sandy Hill Community 

Health Centre 

CCENDU is a sentinel surveillance network made up of 

representatives across Canada. Each site coordinator collects 

quantitative and qualitative information on drug harms from:  

• Local data sources (e.g., poison control centres,  

      coroners);  

• Anecdotal reports from those directly  

      working with drug-using populations  

      (e.g., law enforcement, harm  

      reduction programs) and  

      people who use drugs.  

 

This information is then collated and assessed for risk at 

the national level. If warranted, CCENDU issues alerts to: 

• Law enforcement  

• First responders 

• Healthcare practitioners  

• Treatment providers  

• People who use drugs  

• Others 

       These bulletins and alerts provide information about 

new drug trends and advise what  

can be done to prevent  

and reduce harms. 

Yukon 
Government of Yukon 

Northwest Territories 
Government of Northwest Territories 



























CCENDU’s Impact 
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Number of people who have subscribed to receive CCENDU 

Alerts and Bulletins 



CCENDU’s Impact (cont.) 
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Law Enforcement 

5% 

Public Health 

20% 

Federal Government 

2% 

Provincial Government 

4% 

Municiple Government 

1% 

Universities/Colleages/Res

earchers/Students 

10% Business 

2% 
Social Work 

3% 
NGO 

6% 

Media 

1% 

Pharmacy 

[PERCENTAGE] 

Aboriginal 

1% 

Addictions Agency 

17% 

Community Group 

5% 

Canadian Border Serives 

1% 

CCENDU Subscription by Sector 



CCENDU’s Impact (cont.) 
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Since 2012  

• Over 850 media stories published that referred to CCENDU alerts 

or bulletins 

• Alerts and bulletins downloaded > 125,000 times from CCSA’s 

website 

• Alerts and bulletins cited in domestic and international reports 

and releases including those by: 

• Government of Canada  

• International Narcotics Control Board  

• Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

• Canadian Harm Reduction Policy Project 
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Current Initiatives 

Network growth and capacity building  

• Ensuring the network is appropriately represented nationally; 

• Establishing connections and relationships with stakeholders at the 

community level, along with key organizations in Canada 

• Working on a bulletin on use of stimulants in Canada. 
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The Future 
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• Given the new organizations and new resources monitoring 

drug and alcohol related harms in Canada, how might 

CCENDU best add value? 

 

 



List of Resources 

• The Canadian Community Epidemiology Network on Drug Use (CCENDU) (video) 

• CCENDU alerts and bulletins  

– Substance-related Harms at Canadian Music Festivals from May to July 2017 

(August 2017) 

– Calling 911 in Drug Poisoning Situation (March 2017) 

– Novel Synthetic Opioids in Counterfeit Pharmaceuticals and Other Illicit Street 

Drugs (June 2016) 

– The Availability of Take-Home Naloxone in Canada (March 2016) 

– Deaths Involving Fentanyl in Canada, 2009-2014 (August 2015) 

• The Rise of Overdose Deaths Involving Fentanyl and the Value of Early Warning, 

Canadian Journal of Addiction. (2015) 

• Detecting a Signal in the Noise: Monitoring the Global Spread of Novel Psychoactive 

Substances using Media and Other Open-source Information, Human 

Psychopharmacology (2015) 
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http://www.ccsa.ca/Eng/pages/videos.aspx?source=416&Title=Early Warning Drug Alerts - Impact of CCENDU&RecVideos=null
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Substance-Related-Harms-Music-Festivals-Bulletin-08-2017-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Substance-Related-Harms-Music-Festivals-Bulletin-08-2017-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Substance-Related-Harms-Music-Festivals-Bulletin-08-2017-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Calling-911-Drug-Poisoning-2017-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Calling-911-Drug-Poisoning-2017-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Novel-Synthetic-Opioids-Bulletin-2016-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Novel-Synthetic-Opioids-Bulletin-2016-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Take-Home-Naloxone-Canada-2016-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Take-Home-Naloxone-Canada-2016-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Take-Home-Naloxone-Canada-2016-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Fentanyl-Deaths-Canada-Bulletin-2015-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Fentanyl-Deaths-Canada-Bulletin-2015-en.pdf
http://www.ccsa.ca/Resource Library/CCSA-CCENDU-Fentanyl-Deaths-Canada-Bulletin-2015-en.pdf
https://www.csam-smca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/CSAM-December2015.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4584493/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4584493/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4584493/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4584493/


Research & Policy Analyst 

500–75 rue Albert Street, Ottawa, ON  K1P 5E7 

bhall@ccsa.ca  

  

  Adjunct Research Professor, 

Department of Psychology,  

Carleton University, Ottawa, ON 

www.carleton.ca   

www.ccsa.ca  •  www.ccdus.ca 

Contact Information 

27   @CCSAcanada  •  @CCDUScanada 

Senior Research & Policy Analyst 

500–75 rue Albert Street, Ottawa, ON  K1P 5E7 

myoung@ccsa.ca  

Matthew M. Young, Ph.D. 

Bridget Hall, MPH 

mailto:zpatterson@ccsa.ca
http://www.carleton.ca/
http://newsroom.carleton.ca/logos/CarletonWide_K_186.gif
mailto:myoung@ccsa.ca

